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Vishalaksha Pandit was firmer even than the king.

Men who did not like Vishalaksha, therefore, spread

the rumour  that  in thus persecuting the religious

leaders of   the  Veerasaiva  population   he   was

satisfying the traditional hatred of the Jain to the

Veerasaiva   as  a   religious   opponent.    All   the

ministers had subscribed to the action taken in the

name of the King, but some men wished to hold

only the Pandit responsible for what was done.

The talk spread abroad that in requital of what he

had done to the Veerasaivas the Veerasaivas would

somehow wreak vengeance on Vishalaksha Pandit.

Vishalaksha was not the man to be afraid of

such talk.    He was a fatalist by belief.    What

should happen has been prescribed and it happens.

Man cannot alter it. What man can do is to try to

do his best in all places, at all times, under all

conditions;  the consequence counts for nothing.

Such a man is every moment in the protection of

the Power that rules over life.  The Pandit had

arrived at this conclusion about life as a result

of long experience and much thought.    To him,

therefore, all was welcome that life brought in the

usual course. When cautioned against the enemies

he had made, Vishalaksha Pandit would smile and

say :   " I am not aware of having harmed any

man.     If, in spite of this, somebody has taken